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Tribune of
International
Women's Year

*

KALE I DOS COP E *
by Yvonne Lewis

U. S . Center for IWY

Tribuna del Ano
Internacional
de la Mujer

Many times while sitting in the Medical Center conference rooms listening to speaker
after speaker, I wondered how in the world I would translate what I was hearing into a concise,
well-organized report for the Center's NEWSLETTER. The accumulation, diversity and richness of two weeks worth of opinion and reports is indeed overwhelming--especially when half
of the material is heard through an interpreter. In reading over my notes, however, it occurred to me that this diversity is exactly what I would like to impart to you. This wealth
of information is its own reason for being, and needs no interpretation from me. So, in the
hopes of giving you a little of the flavor of the Tribune atmosphere, I offer this "kaleidoscope"--de todo un poco!
In no way is this a complete picture of what took place in Mexico City between the
days of June 19 and July 2, 1975.
(THE OPINIONS RECORDED ARE THOSE OF THE PANELISTS AND AUDIENCE PARTICIPANTS. IN ALMOST ALL
CASES, I HAVE GIVEN THE PERSON'S NAME AND THE NAME OF HER OR HIS COUNTRY.)

LAW AND THE STATUS OF ',-,,Q',lEN
Helvi Sipila (Finland) (Secretary-General for IWY): Women need to know the rules in order
to play the game. Many women do not know their rights and enter into a major contract-the marriage contract--without understanding its legal significance. There are too few
women in parliaments and legislatures, because many women do not find this important.
But this is where the laws which govern us are made, so why should we let other people
decide what we are supposed to be doing?
Ann Marie Rollier (France): Efforts being made in France include the following:
*Contraception available from doctors without authorization from the parents. Social
Security provides the contraception at no charge.
*Freer laws regarding abortion: Access to abortion (legal) up to the 10th week of pregnancy. Two types of consultations for an abortion are provided--medical and social.
*The right to control over one's reproductive system.
*Rights for the un-wed mother.
*Allowance of divorce with mutual consent, with no need to place blame.
Rosa Cisneros Aguilar (El Salvador): Women are locked into a situation with little choice.
They need more education, training, choice in child-bearing and incentives to form
cooperative groups. Abortion is at times permitted in El Salvador for therapy, after
rape or for genetic problems. She highlighted the plight of the peasant women with
families who, when they attempt to work outside the home, are paid less than men.
Folake Solanke (Nigeria): She questioned why abortion had achieved such importance in
the world. Parts of Africa are under-populated and people are needed for technical
training. Family planning should be practiced and ignorance of one's body should be
eliminated. She expressed the hope for the women of the world (not 2nd, 3rd or 4th
world) that the age-old ignorance which creates the need for abortion would be eliminated as knowledge of one's reproductive system grew. The Nigerian laws regulating
abortion, however, had been made largely by men based on a 110 year old British law.
Ultimately, the responsibility for abortion laws should be apportioned between men and
women.
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Ekaterina Korshuvnova (Russia): Soviet government recognizes women's right to protection
from heavy labor, in spite of a recent tendency of western c~untries to eliminate protective legislation. Soviet men accept this right. Legislation assures women of equal
opportunity for work in every area including professional positions. If an employer
refuses to accept women for work he will be strongly punished by law. Consequently,
the trade unions are careful to implement the law.
Maria Lavalle Urbina: Laws will not solve women's problems, but they are tools which can
be used to fight for social and political rights. Women must fight to change mental
structures or laws granting equality to women will not be enforced.
Comment from audience: In Tanzania the work of non-governmental organizations had educated
women to the point that they now get maternity leave even when not married.

~EN AND AGRICUL1URE
Martha Bulengo (Tanzania): Inequality is an accepted fact. How can you speak of inequality
to a woman whose typical day includes work in the fields, care of livestock, collection
of firewood, carrying water from sources often poor and distant, and finally, laborious
preparation of the family needs. For rural women the needs are 1) not only to eliminate
wide-spread illiteracy but to raise consciousness; 2) not only train in home crafts,
but to train for agriculture; 3) help women increase their productivity, not just the
men, by training them technically; 4) provide simple forms of transportation to water
supplies in order to alleviate that strain on women,thus improving their health; S) begin
at the village level to free men and women. Show the leaders their responsibilities.
Development is rife with jealousies--encourage women to participate together. Raise consciousness to the point where women believe they are animators as well as creators of life.
Graciela Brassedefer (Mexico): We must break the mental structure that has kept the woman
enslaved. The entire family must be educated to raise the cultural level. She described
an experimental cooperative program to train women at the village level to manage small
animals and anim~l farms in order to improve the productivity of agriculture generally,
as well as the lives of rural women. Efficiency at this level would encourage women to
seek higher levels of management and would lead to regional and national levels of
management. She stressed the obligation of the educated fortunate to help the less fortunate sister.
Elizabeth O'Kelly (England): (Expert in intermediate technolog) Developing countries must
and will find their own solutions. Self-help programs cann~t be thought of in terms of
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one's own experiences. To encourage the men to take over the machinery is to encourage
a gap--the women must learn to use the machinery. By substituting machines we sometimes take jobs away from people, so they are not always useful. She suggested an intermediate technology as a means of alleviating the endless round nf women's work. Use a
saw instead of a bulldozer to clear a field of trees. Grinding mills, which very often
take vitamins away from rice could be replaced with small grinding machines which could
easily be handled by two women. In Cameroon, 2 women, using a hand mill ground in
20 minutes enough grain to last a family a week. Groups of 100 women were formed into
corn mill societies,repaid the loan advanced to buy the mills by planting extra crops,
thus increasing the local food supply. The leisure which the mill created was used to
attend classes in nutrition, child care and related subjects.
She urged the return to the use of water and wind driven instrwnents, because
machines use fuel. Farmers have to be encouraged to stay on the land and to increase
production. The methods for improving their conditions must be carried on by themselves.
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Katherine Focke (Germany): 75 % of the world population lives in rural areas. Providing
improved health care delivery systems for this sector is the task of international policy
makers. The inequality of medical services between rural and urban areas must not increase with development. In some countries, health care can only be accepted if it
comes from a woman. There must be an interaction between the different health and social
services--such as Home Economics. There is a need for citizen participation in health
care delivery because the people know that they need and can also relieve some of the
burden of the system through self-help. Money being spent on elaborate programs should
go to immediate needs that people express.
Leah Margulies (United States): 3rd World women are induced to bottle feed their babies by
multi-national corporations who send sales personnel, called "mothercraft" teachers,
into hospitals and clinics. Poor mothers are vulnerable to the exporting of western
values, such as bottle feeding, because so much of their world and social roles are in
flux. One devastating result is that babies are dying of malnutrition and diarrheal
disease by the improper use of substitute milk formulas. Bottle contamination because
of lack of refrigeration and impure mixing water, and protein deprivation due to diluted
formulas are two major causes of death.
Moshen Mahloudj (Iran): The "Iran Scheme"--still in its early stages--aims at getting one
"health house" staffed by a medical auxiliary to every 500 rural villagers. Volunteers,
who need only to be able to read and write, are given a basic medical training and examination--there are about 5 volunteers for every place--which enables them to do up to
80% of a fully trained doctor's work. The scheme has met with great resistance from the
orthodox medical profession.
Chou Kun Rha (South Korea): Poor nutrition in the 3rd World could be a cause of low intelligence, high infant mortality and lack of motivation. It was widespread because of lack
of resources, ignorance, traditional restraints and poor distribution. Producing food
is the most burdensome task faced by women in the 3rd World. Improving food production
would free women for more education, productive work and leisure time.

-4Comments from the audience:
*Medicine should be de-mystified so that women can control their own bodies.
*Women should mass together to stop wasting the money of countries. Let us have "cottage"
hospitals for quick and simple medicine before a hospital becomes ne~essary.
.
*On the health of the mother depends the health of the socie:Y· Men w:11 ~ot achieve
anything for their children until they learn to give something to their wiv:s as well.
"Unconi.rolled maternity syndrome" is the constant activity of the reproductr':'e system
which makes women old at 30 and wears out reserves. Most mammals reproduce in a scheme
proper to the species--but over-production causes mental as well as physical fatigue.
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Isabel Pico de Hernandez (Puerto Rico): Excluding housework (domestic work) from the gross
national product is a form of discrimination and exploitation. Since only paid work
carries social value, women in domestic work were deprived of status as well as income.
Both men and women are victims.
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Signe Sene (Senegal): Made a plea to African countries at the Tribune to ensure that
their women be gradually but surely integrated into the economic lives of their nations.
Give them education, equal opportunities for employment and equal opportunities for advancement once employed.
Ludmilla Balakhauskaya (Russia): The right to work is the foundation of women's equality.
Women in Russia have learned their own worth and are now doing jobs hitherto reserved
for men. Unemployment has been eliminated in Russia. Women have progressed from being
illiterate farm workers and domestic workers during the time of the revolution in 1917
to their present position as 51% of the labor force of a highly developed country.
Mary Miller (England): The Equal Pay Act in England will come into force at the end of
1975. Employers must then pay equal wages for equal work. Some have managed to avoid
the law by re-classifying jobs to make it appear men and women are engaged in different
work.
Comments from the audience:
*Women are taking jobs away from men.
*Employment of women depends on the state of the economy.
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POPULATION AND PLANNED PARENTHOOD
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Aziza Huss:in (Cairo): Th U.N.Commission on the Status of Women's investigation of the
connection bet~een family planning and the status of women produced evidence to prove
that . advances
in. the status
of women were directly connected to th·
.
.
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fertility •. Family p:anning programs should never be taken in isolation, however, but
should be in connection with other programs aimed at general economic and social
development.
Lyyke Aresin (German Democratic Republic): Fertility regulation contributes to the general
health of women and opens opportunities for them • ·f her e i s a nee d f or education-•
otherwise women will be less likely to be motivated to plan their families.
emphasized that family planning should not be looked at in isolation.
She, too,
Babaloa Dada (Nigeria): Gave high priority to education to incr
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Ester Aviles (Ecuador): Ecuador's Family Planning Association is attempting to reach women
living in conditions of poverty who have from 6 to 8 children. If they go into the
labor force they earn lower wages and have fewer opportunities and thus find occupations outside the home incompatible with family life. This reinforces their role in
the home.
Irena Manuilova (Russia): Family planning is not used as a limitation on family size, but
to ensure that children are born in favorable conditions. The family should want and
should be able to provide for its health and education. Large families are held in
esteem. The Government awards a monetary bonus to families with more than two children
because of its desire to increase population.
Comments from the audience:
*An attack against the International Planned Parenthood Federation for advocating
birth control as a solution to the problems of the 3rd World.
*A response by the IPPF that its policy is to promote the right of couples and individuals to regulate their fertility by methods of their own choosing.
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Elisabet Sandberg (Sweden): Swedish Government policy is to encourage women to play a
more active role outside the home, and to encourage men to spend more time at home
with their children. The 1974 Parents Insurance Act gives 7 months parental leave after
the birth of a child to be divided as the parents choose. The parent who takes the
leave is entitled to 90% of his or her normal income during the period. The law grants
10 days leave if a child is ill. Sweden plans to extend the law so that parents--especially men--can have shorter working days, to encourage them to take a more active
role in rearing their children. Ms. Sandberg said that family patterns were changing
slowly, though, and that women had to learn to give up some of their power over the
family so that men could take more of an active interest.
Dorian Powell (Jamaica): The nuclear family tended to be a middle class phenomenon, while
a more extended family which links to relatives was common among lower income groups.
Women in these groups frequently entered into common law unions which provided little
legal protection upon separation. The common law system was inherited from the English
and did not apply to Jamaica. Efforts were being made to change the law, especially
to eradicate the concept of illigitamacy.

I'

investigatloo o,_~
d evidence to,.
ce
i to,
their abil tY , '
ho1ive.,
olation, ill
oomic and soc

Jaime Diaz (Colombia): Attacked the idea that men and women are equal. They are complementary with particular contributions to make to the family relationship. Abortion
and unilateral birth control were a denial of that relationship since they were a
denial by one partner of the other. Importing ideas of liberation from North America
to Latin America constituted a form of colonialism.

\'0<1EN AND PEACE AND DISAR/'WllENT
Sean McBride (United Nations): Women must demand an immediate date for the UN disarmament conference which should include non-governmental participation. At least 25
countries have nuclear capability and no government is prepared to give up its ~eapons.
Nations have tipped backwards from the 1961 agreement of complete and general disarmament towards totally ineffectual partial measures such as the test bans and nonproliferation treaties.

-6Noel Brown (Jamaica): Security for a nation is no longer proportionate to its power
because the nuclear arms race simply leads to overkill. He called for a world
security based on an equitable distribution of human resources so that hillllanity
might escape some of its current dilemmas and crises.
Brigalia Barn (South Africa): Those already active in peace organizations have a large
responsibility to raise consciousness of others to the critical need to seek peace.
Peace must allow for each country to develop and change according to its individual
need . Working against this are the world's crises: food, population, pollution,
the arms race, unjust economic relationships between countries, and racism.
Fannie Edelman (Argentina): The study of disarmament should become part of school systems
and the mass media should undertake proper interpretation. Women should support the
UN disarmament conference, to work for a 10% reduction of military budgets of UN
Security Council nations with the savings to be used in developing nations, to approve
the denuclearization treaty and to work for the peace education of all children.
Michiko Tanaka (Japan): The world must make sure that Hiroshima and Nagasaki are the
last nuclear disasters in the world.
Valentina Tereshkova (Russia): National and international women's organizations should
speak for the implementation of the resolutions of the UN General Assembly in stopping
the arms race and cutting military budgets. The women of the world should also support the idea that preparation of the world conference for disarmament be started without delay. No matter how different are our political convictions, we are all united
by our sincere desire that everywhere in the world women are free and equal, to ensure
conditions in which they can fulfill their complicated role of being mother, worker,
citizen.

SELF-HELP
Dorothy Height (United States): Black women have been working all their life forliberation . They have advanced and excelled in every field where other women
have advanced. But the majority are so far down that as a group they are at the
bottom of the economic ladder. The National Council of Negro Women has stressed
self-help and has initiated nutrition and education programs in poor black communities in the United States.

LABOR

Sonja Davies (New Zealand): Trade unions are the last bastions of male supremecy,
because women are seen as having divided loyalties between work and family, not
being able to participate in after-hours bargaining or strikes. Women must be
helped to participate in trade unions because this is where the real power lies.
Education is the means to achieve this participation.
Lat Giles (Australia): Myths which prevent women from equality of opportunity in trade
unions must be challenged. It must be demonstrated that women as well as men are
breadwinners, that meeting structure of unions can be changed, that women can be
apprentices as well as young men, and that women can handle tools and difficult situations.
Edith Barksdale-Sloan (United States): National Committee on Household Employment in
the United States has made efforts to establish a union for "household technicians",
98% of whom are women. Needed most is recognition of the dignity of these workers.
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Concerned Labor Union Women attending the Tribune : As trade unionists they pledge
that when they retur n home they will work with their unions, in politics, a n d
with communi t y organizations to abolish any and all remaining discrimination against
women in their economic, political and social lives. We will call upon international
and national unions, world-wide federations of labor, and regional and local bodies
to take immediate steps to increase female participation in the international activities of the labor movement, to initiate training and educational programs to prepar e
women for leadership and elected office, and to increase the number of women in staff
and policy-making positions.

't.OMEN AND DEVELOPMENT
Congressperson Charles Percy (United State)~
Assistance is not getting to the real
poor and women are not getting an equal share. We need to find a way to focus special
attention on rural needs because it is harder for country women to become a part of the
economic sector of the nation .
Sylvia Bolonos (Ghana): Aid must come at the proper time; if the aid comes without women
being asked what they need, it can become a power against them. The technology is
ofte~ taught to men, alleviating their work load, while women still have the same duties.
Money should not be earmarked for women only--money should go for specific projec t s
which women have planned and in which they will participate.
Diane Opoudo (Kenya): Field workers have formed cooperatives in East and Central Africa.
Rural women need the help most because they spend long hours in the fields, they walk
long distances for water to return home to cook the food (don ' t ask her to use it for
washing at this point!) Assistance should go to volunteers who are willing to work
with women in the country in these situations.
Some women are trained and then have
nothing to apply their training to when they return to their villages, so they stay
away. One thing to do is to return as volunteers and help alleviate the daily burden
of the women who cannot leave to be trained.
Yun Sook Lee (Korea): International Planned Parenthood Federation has 2700 clubs organized
in neighborhoods all over the country. There is need to train leaders to go into grass roots level. Aid money should be used for research and study to determine the needs
of women.
Representative from Trinidad/Tobago: Aid from developed countries should go to non-governmental organizations in developing countries . A national union of NGO's in each country
should be formed and requests for aid should be funneled through this union. A liaison
with the ministry of development and a national commission on the status of women should
be established for input into the real issues affecting women in Trinidad. Since NGO ' s
are most often closer to the grassroots level of a country, an impact could be felt where
it is most needed. A public accounting of the funds used would be made each year.
Comment from the audience: What can women do to eliminate the "yessuh-man" from policymaking positions? Response from Korean panelist : When women are participating at all
levels, pressure will be off men, and the "yessuh-man"(yes-man) will disappear .

A
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W)'IIEN IN POLITICS
Congressperson Bella Abzug (United States): You would have to have been sitting in on
two weeks of Tribune sessions (harangues, diatribes, dissertations, pleas, proposals,
etc.) to understand the warm and enthusiastic reception given to Mrs. Abzug on Tuesday,
July 1. Appearing on the next to the last day of scheduled sessions, Mrs. Abzug kept
her audience laughing and clapping throughout most of her address. She gave everyone
there a sorely needed moral boost.
In introducing her, Sally Lunt described how Gandhi felt that he had to run in
order to keep up with his people, because he was their leader. We, the audience, were
made to feel that we,too, were ahead of our leaders and that they had best run to catch
up with us. Mrs. Abzug added to that feeling by saying: "Our presence here is an
eloquent statement of our concerns."
The following are a few points of interest from her address:
*Full political representation is the answer to achieving equality for women. There
is no point in adopting a world plan of action unless there is equal representation
in the body seeking to implement it.
*Women have no right to power unless they do things differently from men. Women
have the capacity to bring something new into the arena of social, economic and
political struggles.
*She called upon the women of the Tribune to be the "guarantors" that plans
adopted (or not adopted) at the Conference are implemented at home. "It is
upon you," she said, "that the success of this Conference depends."
*A stag senate makes for a stag-nation!

T HE B E G I NN I N G

A PERSONAL

VIEW by Yvonne Lewis

.
I~ man~ ways, women's struggle for equality faced its greatest challenge to date
~n MeX1,co
C~ty
the. days of June l9 and J u l Y 2, lB? 5 . ,u·s.
,,_
He l v~· s·~p~'l a, secre _
G
l ~ between
It
tary- enera ;or n ernat~onal Women's Year, stated in one of her many speeches at the
Conference that henceforth the world would never be the same. This thought was echoed
~ya great .=n~ delegates from a great many countries. The question which comes to mind
~s: How ~7,7, ~t have changed?
Members of the _official delegations attending the Conference faced their special
brand of confrontatwn: th~ st~gle to keep the Conference focus on the status of lJOmen
rathe~ than on t~e red~stnbut~on of the world's wealth. For them the issue boiled down
to wh~ch comes f~rst--the imp~vement of the status of women so that women can participate ~n. t~ developmen~ of the~r country; or the development of the country, bringing
automat~c ~rovement ~n the status of women. (The U.S. stand on this issue appears
elsewhere in this Newsletter.)
. We who attended the _T~bune, however, wez,e exposed to the same political confrontatwn, but we had no <:ffwMl, understood guidelines of diplomacy with which to cope.
In a sense we were be~ng put to a test--could we, as women, cope with any given situation?
This was to be a proving ground. And a great many people all over the world were watching to see if we would fail or succeed.
There were apprcx,;imately 6000 women from all over the world attending the Tribune,
either as representatives of non-governmental organizations or as individuals. As Jewel
LaFontant, U.S. Delegate, stated in her address to the Tribune, "This is where the
heavies are." Rumblings of confrontations turned into a reality on the morning of Sa.t.,
June 2l, when the U.S. Delegation met with non-governmental organizations to open a
dialogue for TY'ibune input into the official Conference. As Danial Parker, head of AID
and co-head of the U.S. Delegation for two days, took the microphone to speak, he was
shouted down by what was not the first, and would not be the last, of demands by individuals to be given a voice in this, the world's first intern.<itional assemblage to discuss
the Pights of women. Many of us who were in the audience could almost physically feel
the outpour>ing of frustration and rage. Patricia Hu.tar, co-head of the U.S. Delegation
with Ml'. Parker, proposed a compromise. "We are a democratic people," she stated, "and
we can all be heard--but one at a time!" Her compromise was accepted, and after all the
delegates had introduced themselves and presented their credentials, as some felt the
need to do, and after all had pledged to open all possible lines of communication, the
the audience had its turn. Accusations were thrust at the delegates in many vaned
forrns--some having very little to do with women's issues, others providing some very
potent food for thought. Pleas for unity and pleas for not wasting the two weeks ~hat
we had on rhetor>ic were heard all around. The Conference was a farce, someone sa~d.
It was AID and CIA organized and dominated. The Delegation was non-representative.
The United States was imper>ialistic and selfish in its dealings with ~he 3rd World
countr>ies. A man should not have been named as co-head of the Delegatum. And on the
criticism went!
In the midst of this came a rational proposal for act~on. A group <:f non-governmental representatives, including Ronnie Feit and ~etty Fnedan had. stud~~d t~ World
PZan o'f action and had seen the need for revising ~t. The Plan, wntten ~n Umted
Nation;-ese was felt to be unresponsive to the real needs of women. The call was made
to interested individuals to meet and discuss what changes c<:uld a~ should be ma1e·
Representatives from many countr>ies, including the u.. s., Afnca, ~sw, Korea, ~t~n
•
· wha t ws ca lled "Global Speak-outs"
~n rooms prov~ded
by the. Tnbune
Amenca,
me t ~n
.
.
administration. What resulted from those meet~ngs was a sens~ble and organ~zed rewoztdinq of the Plan.
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On Wednesday , June 25, a delegation, including Victoria Mojek:Luu (Nigeria) , Dookja
Hong (South Korea) , Betty Friedan (U . S. ), and Yayori Matsui (Japan) , by now calling themselves "Women of the Tribune ", called an open meeting to present the changes to an audience of approximately 2000 Tribune participants . Ms . Mojekwu opened her remarks by say ing, "We women must show men we can work within limits . If we can 't do anything within
the next hour, we won ' t be able to do anything for the next hundred years ."
The changes were unanimously adopted by acclamation and were presented on Thursday,
June 26, to Helvi Sipila for presentation on the floor of the official Conference . At
the same time , a declaration prepared by some 900 Latin American participants with the
objective of creating a Latin American feminist consciousness was also presented to
Helvi Sipila . She accepted both documents and arranged to meet with, and give the Tribune
participants, an answer the following day at 2 p. m.
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On Friday, June 27, disruptive efforts by a small group which evidently was opposed
to constructive efforts within the Tribune created disorder and chaos for a scheduled
1 p . m. forum called by the Pan American Development Foundation . Panel members were
forced to leave as the microphones were taken over by dissenters demanding their right
to be heard--with the result that no one was heard!
It was this atmosphere which greeted
Mrs . Sipila as she arrived for herscheduled meeting. It is a tribute to this fine person
that, knowing she had bad news to give the "Women of the Tribune ", she walked in, waved
her hand and smiled . and a:pproached the dais exuding confidence in herself and in what
s he had to say . The bad news, of course,was that the decision had been made not to hear the
changes on the floor of the Conference , basically because this was contrary to United
Nations practice . "But," Mrs . Sipila emphasized, "we must remember that this is not a
document binding on Governments, so the precise wording is not all- important . The United
Nations cannot interfere in the laws of individual countries . " She handed a mandate to
all participants of the Tribune to return to their homes with firm resolve to insure
the implementation of the Plan of Action according to indigenous needs .
It is a tribute to the participants that Aft>s . Sipila was given a standing ovation
on her departure .
Fhose of you who kept an eye on the Conference and Tribune at home may have been
angered by the media reports-- that is, if there were any media reports at all ! But as
U. S. Ambassador, Joseph J . Jova stated, "The results of this historic meeting may not
be tangible as you leave Mexico City , but they are the building blocks for the real
changes that are coming ." Real change and real equality for all people will not take
place in a vacuum and it will not, judging from Mexico City, be painless . Things cannot
be as they were before . How it will change is apparently in our hands.
As Genevieve Fiore of the United States put it, "I 've been yelling about the women ' s
struggle for 30 years, so I haven ' t heard many new things (at the Tribune) . But this has
r echar ged my battery to go back and keep plugging. 11 The Tribune was a beginning--I 'm
thankful, and wiser, I hope-- for having been a part of it .
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At the_opening of the Tribune on the after>noon of June Z9 the atmosphere was fiZZed
with enthusi.asm and expectation. Women (and some men) had com~ from all over the world to
attend this meeting._ For many, expectations were onZy vaguely defined. In general, we
feZt a need~ exa77:i.~e the s:z,tuati.on of wanen in the world; to understand why we were not
rep~ese~ted i.n deci.si.o~-maki.ng positions and to formulate strategies to enable women in
thei.r di.fferent countri.es ~o assume their rightful place in society. We came to Zisten as
well ~s to share our experi.ences; _to seek and to give support in our struggles. The corronon
denomi.nator was c~ncem and a desi.re to effect a change which would eliminate some of the
fear and frustratwn, the Zack of fu.ZfiZZment, felt by so many.
Man~ of the press reports on the Tribune focused on the divergences and disagreement,
on the bi.ttemess that so often emerged. These elements were present. The Tribune of
the World Conference of the International Women's Year was for many women their first and
onZy opportuni.ty t~ make themselves heard to an international audience, to try to make
others understand i.n a personal way their grievances and oppression. True, there was
bitterness and anger but there was aZso sympathy and support. Many women wanted to depart
from the structure of formal presentations and this sometimes resulted in chaos and confusion; sometimes it flowered into spontaneous and constructive expression. We came together
as a heterogeneous group. The problem of discrimination was common to all, however
the hierarchy of problems differed from country to country. To a 3rd World woman stuggZing
for survival for herself and her children, the need to change sex roZe stereotyping may
seem a trivial concern. Her problems are of a different nature but no more significant
than a woman in a technoZogicaZZy developed society who wants a career in business administration and is frustrated in her goaZ by the fact that as a woman she is considered too
unaggressive for such a position. At the Tribune it was sometimes difficult for participants
to appreciate and respect these differences. It is foolhardy and unrealistic to expect
women of many cultures and different poZiticaZ systems to come together in corrrpZete agreement on some very controversial issues. Perhaps the one failing point of participants at
the Tribune was that the differences among the women present were not always accepted and
respected. When the need to express negated the right of another of a varying viewpoint
to present her particular problems, then the -pu:rpose in coming together at this historic
conference became obscured.
The Tribune was officially inaugurated by Maria Esther Zuno de Echeverria, wife of
the President of Mexico and her dynamic address stimulated the ~udience in th~ir_desire
for action. Ms. Echeverria asknowZedged that, "There are expZoi.ted peoples wi.thi.r1; the . .
family of nations." She went on to say that "... . above ~ll, ther~ are wom~ Wf1;0,. i.r1; addi.twn
to the oppression signified by the Zack of the most ~as:c essent~Zs ~d i.rrrpZi.ci.~ i.n ~ZturaZ
isolation, stiZZ bear the burden of discrimination wi.thi.n the fami.Zy ci.rcZe and i.n thei.r
social structure." Her speech elicited rounds of crppZause when she.stated~ ~Wom~ r~present
approximately one haZf of the world's population. To obstruct thei.r parti.ci.pat:on i.n dealing with the problems of our world and our times would be tantamount to renounci.ng haZf
the potentialities of the human .,,ace." Ms. Echeverria acknowledged. that mere _enactment of
z(Jh)s wiZZ not ensure equality for women. "In ord~r to be~o"!e reaZi.ty, equ_aZi.ty before t~e
z(Jh) requires the establishment of equality of soci.aZ condi.ti.ons _and equaZi.ty ~f opportuni.ty
·
du t ·
d
z ent In a word it requires an authenti.c transformatwn of the
in e ~a wnd an . errrpz otym t":e of a world shaped by men. " Ms. Echeverria alluded frequently
economi.c an soma s rue =
.
• z
·
de "
in her address to the need for the establishment of a 'new i.ntemat:ona eco~i.c or r
t ·
z·t
d true peace
This theme recurred often i.n the Tri.bune present~t~:!~an~7n :~i::;t~;/,1/JJ.scussion periods and was a point of major disagreement at both
the Tribune and the Governmental Conference.
Many feZt that devoting prime attention to the establishment of a new economic
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worZd order would prevent proper focus on the principal target of the Conference--the
elimination of discrimination against women. Most outspoken on this suhject was the
Australian delegate Elizabeth Reid who attacked President Echeverria's contention that
a new economic world order is necessary for the liberation of women. Ms. Reid stated
that, "We women will no longer be relegated either here or in our own countries to a
secondary place while 'hard' politics are being discussed as distinct from 'soft' women's
issues ... it seems clear to us that women throughout the world want action now and that
this can be achieved with present resource limitations and boundaries by resetting our
priorities."
Ms. Giroud of France maintained that the Conference would not be successful if
delegates ".. . insist on dealing with political issues they are not prepared to discuss."
Throughout the sessions this issue was a source of disagreement.

Annie Jiagge, a Justice of the High Court of Ghana discussed discrimination as a
source of conflict within the personal, national and international context. Ms. Jiagge
stated that the road to peace is through the role of social justice and equality. She
noted that the world today is one of conflicts where the conditions of peace are lacking.
She cited the Zack of interest in what happens to our neighbor as the base cause of instability in the world. Ms. Jiagge noted that 30% of the world's population uses 70% of
its wealth while the other 70% of the world's population lead lives of desperation. She
criticized the hoarding of wealth of the world from the inhabitants who need it. In Ms.
Jiagge 's opinion a new vision is needed. We can no longer operate under the "old world
structure "---getting the best for yourself at the cost of others with prime focus on profit
making. The "old world structure" lacks the conditions for peace. Peace requires the
cooperative efforts of developed and developing nations. Ms. Jiagge closed her adiwess
by saying that justice is one and indivisible. We must make a concerted effort to sweep
away all areas of injustice, racial oppression and economic strangulation. She acknowledged
that there must be fuZZ utilization of women in the force of peace.
Davidson Nicol of the UN Institute of Training and Research (UNITAR) noted informally
that progress has been slow in improving the status of women. He stated firmly that a
woman's body does not belong to her tribe, her government or to any man. She should have
complete reproductive freedom. He noted that women's minds are conditioned from birth to
relate always to the male. Women must begin to think of themselves as active persons
and contribute directly to society and not merely act as a supportive member. Mr. Nicol
stated that women must be aware of and use the power of their vote to obtain laws to improve
their status. He pointed out that there are more women than men and that women must organize and use that strength in mass demonstrations, when necessary, to make their voices heard
against the de facto discrimination which exists.
The World Conference of the International Women's Year is a point of departure. Nothing
was "solved"; in fact, it seems that more problems came to light. The panels, discussions,
col'TOTlittee work, and disagreements of those two weeks represent one brick--a large one-in the foundation that women around the world are trying to lay to insure the improvement
of their status in an improved world. As Rep. Bella Abzug of New York so eloquently stated,
"Women are not seeking equality in poverty or death, but equality in the blessings and
bounty of our only earth."
Our work has just begun.
We must not only seek to implement the provisions of the
Plan of action adopted on the last day of the Gov 't. Conf. but more important we must take
up where the Plan leaves off and expand and add according to the needs in our individual
countries. National Conferences can aid in determining priorities and strategies but it
is women themselves who wiZZ have to assume the responsibility to make the goals of this
Year a reality.

